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I came to Korea on February 27", It is the second time I’ve traveled abroad. Comparing
to my last experience, only my classmate and I went to Korea this time. We can only count
on each other. Since I can’t speak and read Korean, she’s the one who did most of the works.
I can only do some help after she translated. Before we arrived at Korea, we’ve already
arranged our ride to the Seoul Women University. But it took us a lot of time to find the
meeting point. Eventually, we found our ride and arrived at the SWU dormitory. Once we’ve
arrived, we check in at the dormitory and the International Affairs Team in SWU help us to
get to know things we should do throughout this semester. They gave us a guide book and
information about the dormitory and things we should notice. The dormitory had strict rules
about entry and the public space. If someone breaks the rule, she can not stay in the dorm.
Which is very different compare to Taiwan.

I’ve been here in Soul Women University for about a month now. When I first got here,
I’ve been worried about how and where to buy the things I need. Thanks to that, I could
wander around the area and getting familiar with the environment. As for the food here, |
used to think that Korean mostly eat cold food. But in fact, food in the cafeteria in the
campus was actually great. There are three sections to choose, Korean, International, and
Snack stand. Usually I eat Korean food and basically except some dish are limited, you can
eat others as many as you like. So, it was worthy.

When I was in Taiwan, I applied SWU buddy program. And about one week after the
orientation, there was a gathering event for SWU buddy. On that day, many international
students and Korean students gathered in a class room. In my team, there were two Korean
students and one American student. For SWU buddy program, they had established events
like SWU buddy night, temple visit, movie night, and international day.

About the courses I took, SWU has some choices and advices for international students
to select the courses. For instance, based on the score we got on the test, and recommended

you to take the courses that is possible for you. Most of the class were full English or full



Korean. The English class I took was a fresh man class. When we were in the class, most of
the Korean students were very actively answered the question or volunteered, which has a
huge difference from most of the Taiwanese students. As for Korean class, I took the basic
Korean, starting from vowels and consonants. The teacher would use some cards or tools to
help us learn and memorize faster. When we were learning the conversation, since we didn’t
have many people in the class, the teacher would let us do the conversation with each other
or sometimes with her. Compared to the usual way of teaching which only the teacher was
talking all the time, this kind of teaching style made me learn faster.

Based on my exchanged experience in Korea, there are differences between Korean and
Taiwanese studying environment. Teachers taught with different method and also the attitude
that students showed in class. I think that Taiwanese students need to learn from Korean
students, they wouldn’t use cellphones in class, and they were active in class to participate.
Through the experience I had, I know that there’s still improvement to make me better. I’'m
still a little bit afraid of raising hand to answer the questions, but I feel less nervous when |
go on the stage. For homework, most of the times we had a class, we’d have homework to
do. Also, Korean students were studying very hard. For example, my SWU buddy were
studying for the final in the library until 10 p.m. I didn’t study that hard to be honest, no

wonder Korean were very competitive.



